October Invitation to My Family, Friends, and Neighbors
Our October lessons and activities will build on Morning Greetings and
Routines and extend our “All About Me” September lessons and
activities to “My Family”, “My Friends and Neighbors”, and “My Home”.
(We will have more family activities with grandparents, aunts, uncles
and cousins in November).
CT Standards of Learning – Morning Greeting, My Family, My Neighbors,
and My Home
C.48.8 Recognize patterns in
routines, objects and/or sounds
and replicate sequence using
objects or language

C.60.9 Use familiar patterns to
solve problems and reason (e.g., if
we go to the library every other
day and we went yesterday, today
we will...)

C.48.11 Act out actions or
scenarios involving familiar roles
(e.g., teacher, doctor, fire fighter)

C.60.13 Engage in extended
pretend play scenarios and
display recognition of the
difference between pretend or
fantasy situations and reality

C.48.13 With adult assistance,
choose activities and plan what to
do

C.60.15 Make a plan, follow
through and review plan based on
what they actually did. Indicate
reasons for choice, set goals and
follow plan

C.48.16 Engage in games that
involve remembering (e.g.,
memory)
SE.48.5 Make transitions and
follow basic schedule, routines
and rules with occasional
reminders

SE.60.7 Recall and follow daily
routines with little support,
including adapting to changes in
rules and routines

SE.48.6 Express emotions
experienced in typical daily
routines (e.g., frustration at
waiting, excitement about a
favored activity, pride) through
language and gesturing rather
than physical ways
SE.48.10 Recognize and describe
themselves in terms of basic
preferences

SE.60.12 Describe self by referring
to preferences, thoughts and
feelings

SE.48.11 Demonstrate confidence
in a range of activities, routines
and tasks and take initiative in
attempting unfamiliar tasks

SE.60.13 Demonstrate increased
confidence and a willingness to
take risks when attempting new
tasks and making decisions
regarding activities and materials

SE.48.12 Communicate with
familiar adults and accept or
request guidance

SE.60.15 Typically use socially
appropriate behavior with adults,
such as helping, responding to
limits, etc.

PH.48.6 Use smaller objects with
precision (e.g., put small pegs in
light board, use large needle to
sew, use scissors to cut on curved
line, etc.)

PH.60.3 Use coordinated
movements to manipulate
materials, including cutting and
drawing with control and using
appropriate hand position to
manipulate objects (e.g., thumb up
position while using scissors)

PH.48.7 Use writing/ drawing
tools with increased precision to
draw simple shapes, pictures
and/or letter. May have immature
pencil grasp with 3-5 fingers on
pencil shaft

PH.60.5 Use a mature pencil grasp
with 3 fingers on writing
implement

PH.48.12 Name examples of
healthy practice including
hygiene, nutrition and sleep

PH.60.10 Identify healthy
practices including hygiene,
nutrition and sleep

S.48.5 Compare and contrast basic
features of living things (e.g., body
parts and their uses) between and
across groups

S.60.7 Group and classify living
things based upon features,
providing evidence to support
groupings

S.48.7 Explore how animals
depend upon the environment for
food, water and shelter

S.60.9 Provide examples of how
animals depend on plants and
other animals for food

S.48.10 Observe, record, and note
patterns regarding weather and
the effects on the immediate
environment (e.g., Rain over a
period of days causes flooding.
Sunny days cause the flowerbed to
dry out.)

S.60.14 Give examples of ways in
which weather variables
(hot/cold temperatures, amount
and intensity of precipitation,
wind speed) affect us and/or
cause changes to earth’s features
(e.g., The stream has greater
water flow after snow melts.)

L.48.6 Communicate about
current or removed events and/or
objects

L.60.6 Use more complex words to
describe the relationships
between objects and ideas (e.g.,
position words such as “under” or
“beside” and comparative words
such as “bigger” or “longer”)

L.48.11 Answer simple who, what,
where and why questions

L.60.10 Use language to share
ideas and gain information

L.48.14 Ask and answer simple
who, what, where and why
questions related to story or text

CA.48.4 Spontaneously sing songs
and/or participate in songs with
gestures
CA.48.5 Use different materials
and techniques to make art
creations that reflect thoughts,
feelings, experiences, knowledge

CA.60.5 Use a variety of tools and
materials to represent ideas
through the visual arts

CA.48.6 Act out simple scenarios,
taking on
a familiar role for brief periods
during dramatic play
M.48.1 Say or sign the number
sequence up to at least 10

M.60.1 Say or sign the number
sequence up to at least 20

M.48.2 Count up to at least five
objects using one-to-one
correspondence, using the
number name of the last object
counted
to represent the total number of
objects in a set

M.60.2 Count up to 10 objects
using one-to-one correspondence,
regardless of configuration, using
the number name of the last
object counted to represent the
total number of objects in a set

M.48.3 Count out a set of objects
up to four

M.60.3 Count out a set of objects
up to five

M.48.4 Recognize written
numerals up to at least five
M.48.10 Sort and classify objects
by one attribute into two or more
groups (e.g., color, size, shape)

M.60.12 Sort and classify a set of
objects on the basis of one
attribute independently and
describe the sorting rule. Can resort and classify the same set of
objects based on a different
attribute

M.48.11 Use positional vocabulary
(e.g., up/down, in/out, on/off,
under) to identify and describe
the location of an object

M.60.13 Use relational vocabulary
of proximity (e.g., beside, next to,
between, above, below, over and
under) to identify and describe
the location of an object

SS.48.2 Demonstrate an
understanding of self as part of a
family (e.g., parents,
grandparents, siblings, caregivers)

SS.60.1 Demonstrate an
understanding that there are
similarities and differences among
people and families

SS.48.3 Identify cultural
characteristics of self, family and
community (e.g., home language,
foods, modes of transportation,
shelter, etc.

SS.60.2 Demonstrate
understanding that there are
similarities and differences among
the cultural characteristics of
people, families and communities
(e.g., languages, foods, art,
customs, modes of transportation
and shelter)

SS.48.4 Demonstrate an
understanding of some reasons
for basic rules in the home,
cultural community and/or
classroom

SS.60.3 Demonstrate
understanding of the reasons for
rules and laws in the home,
cultural community and/or
classroom

SS.48.5 Demonstrate awareness
that people share the
environment with other people,
animals and plants and have the
responsibility to care for them

Invitation Week 1 BREAKFAST GREETING
Breakfast Greeting - Based on the Responsive Classroom model of
Morning Meeting our breakfast invitation to greet one another and the
day emphasizes the importance of starting the day together,
acknowledging individuals by name, and developing routines to give
structure to the day by discussing the date, the weather, the schedule of
the day, and any significant news. We suggest that this happen around
the breakfast table when the family is together to begin your day. This
can happen informally and sets the tone for the day. Its predictability
lays a foundation for important concept development and practice (days
of the week, months, seasons, time, weather, planning and counting)
while acknowledging and affirming the importance of connection at the
beginning of the day.
Preparation – This preparation may take a long time (a week or more)
and may seem daunting, but we believe it is an essential tool for concept
and skills development. It will be part of every morning all year.
-During this first week of October lessons parents are encouraged to
create a dynamic (one that changes with time) calendar that is either on
the wall (a bulletin board?), by the breakfast table or which can be
unfolded and brought out each day.
This can be a commercial calendar (the calendar with photos of
beautiful scenes of Granby and surrounding towns by Beth Reis comes
to mind because we are, in fact, focused on nature). It can be something
that you make from a calendar template on the computer – one page for
each month. Another idea is to use what many early childhood teachers
use in their classrooms – using tag board or felt. You can also use a
sentence strip folder.

Example:

You will need vocabulary strips for each of the months, the
seasons, days of the week and numbers 1 – 31 for the days of the week.
You will want to work towards weather icons, too. Below are
samples that you may want to laminate and cut or, better yet, create
your own!

sunny

partly cloudy

cloudy

raining

lightning

cold

breezy

windy

hot

raining

snowing

A white board and pen is also recommended.

-Suggested greetings and prompts include
Good morning, (always say the name).
Good morning greetings can vary from eye contact, a hand shake,
elbow bump, to high fives. You may also want to encourage children to
be in charge of the morning greetings by creating new words and
gestures for greetings over time. The Responsive Classroom model
stresses the importance of everyone hearing their name said out loud in
a positive light to start the day.
What is the date today? You will want to start younger children
with rote learning of days of the week and numbers. Children who are
ready can say, “Today is Tuesday, October 6”. All children can either
place a small preprinted card with the number or write the number on
the calendar. 5-year-olds are also encouraged to learn, “Yesterday
was…, Today is…Tomorrow will be…”.
What is the weather today? Children can pick the preprinted
card with the weather icon (sunny, cloudy, raining, snowing, cold, warm,
hot, etc.) and place it on the chart. Older children may want to record
the temperature, too (You will want to create or have children make a
temperature chart so that children can see the temperature patterns
over time. This will be a good topic for discussion throughout the
seasons.)
What are our plans for today? Keep this part simple. For 5-yearolds you may want to write on a white board. Say or write, “Today we
will play, make our snack, work on our “Family” lesson, have lunch and
rest, and then go on a nature hike”.
The lessons and activities are varied and involve everything from cooking
to nature hikes. Parents may want to take a break at, say 10:45 every
morning for the “inside” or close-to-home outdoor activities. Afternoon

times may be reserved for hikes or excursions. It will help to realize that
children do not need guided instruction time for more than 1-2 hours a
day, less for your 3-year-olds. When you are fully present and become
more comfortable using the thinking routines and queries, you will realize
how natural it is to fold these support guidelines into all activities your
child does. For example, if you are doing your professional work, or
laundry, or whatever, and your child wants to show you their block tower
they just made, you can extend their thinking with these queries. One or
two questions, instead of, “I can’t talk right now, I’m busy” will
acknowledge your child and inspire them to a new way to enhance their
activity. We will have a blog on open-ended questions. Some ideas include:
“What are some of the things you were imagining when you build this?”
“What are some things you could add to make it even more like a
………….?” It is also important to seize the moment. Educators call this
“teachable moments”. If your child has created a bird feeder and calls you
to look at all the new birds they see, you will want to try to drop
everything and spend 10 minutes observing, discussing, wondering, and
just plain enjoying being together in a child-initiated learning experience.
This will be the lesson for the day, or, if your child is still interested, may be
the take-off point for further investigation later, such as looking up photos
of birds and sketching them. Be flexible.
Child should be encouraged to do as much as they can.
DOCUMENTATION
For all the activities, parents will want to Make Learning Visible LINK
through photos and examples of child/ren’s work. You may want to
create a digital (such as Evernote) and a hard copy folder/portfolio. This
will help you and future teachers know what your child has done.

Week 2 MY FAMILY
How We All Help in our Family
-Talk about the chores in the family and how each person helps out. You
may want to cut out the photos of some chores and have children match
the chores to the member of the family. This is a way to help children be
mindful of how everyone participates in family living.
buying food
cooking food
setting the table
taking out the trash
clearing the table
washing dishes
drying/putting dishes away
doing laundry
folding laundry
putting laundry away
putting away books and toys
making beds
cleaning the house
gardening
mowing the lawn
raking
fixing things
weeding the garden
watering plants
feeding the pets
walking the dog
Chores photos to cut and paste on page with drawing of family member
to indicate who does that chore (or you can choose or draw your own
photos).
Fantasy Play
Wash dishes – You will need a small dish tub or sink, water, dish
detergent, a sponge or brush, small dishes (plastic, if possible) and a
dish towel. Use a small dish tub and let child squeeze some dish soap,
then pour water in the tub. Let child wash and dry the dishes. Let your
child play and explore with the soapy water, too.
Shave – You will need some whipped cream, something like a tongue
depressor and a mirror. Let your child put the whipped cream on their
face and then with a safe scrapper (such as a tongue depressor) “shave”.
DOCUMENTATION:
For all the activities, parents will want to Make Learning Visible LINK
through photos and examples of child/ren’s work. You may want to
create a digital (such as Evernote) and a hard copy folder/portfolio. This
will help you and future teachers know what your child has done.

Week 3 MY FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS
-Name as many friends and relatives as you can. Have your parent write
these down for you. Then say one thing about each person. It can be
what you like about them, what they look like what they do or anything
else that comes to mind.
My Friends and Neighbors Book
-This lesson is similar to ones we did in September, with the additional
small motor skills of cutting and pasting.
-You will need paper, copies of activities icons, scissors, glue and
crayons, paints or markers.
-You or your child write child’s name and date on the top of a piece of
paper.
-Have your child draw a picture of a friend.
-Either parent or child write the friend’s name.
-You or child can cut out the activity icons and paste the ones this
person likes to do on to the page.
-Have your child “read” the page to you!
-Turn the page over.
-Write “My favorite thing/s to do with my friend is…”and have your
child dictate to you.”
Drawing, “writing”, cutting and pasting are all excellent small motor tasks
to help children prepare for writing activities.
Be sure to encourage children to do as much on their own as they can. The
product does not have to be perfect. The learning process is the most
important.
On successive days this week do other friends and/or neighbors to
continue work on the Book.
Icon Activities (these, or pictures or photos you choose or draw can be cut
and pasted on each page to describe what your family member, friend or
neighbor likes to do, or what you like to do with them.)

Pet Friends for My Book
Make a page for each of the family pets.
DOCUMENTATION
For all the activities, parents will want to Make Learning Visible LINK
through photos and examples of child/ren’s work. You may want to
create a digital (such as Evernote) and a hard copy folder/portfolio. This
will help you and future teachers know what your child has done.

Week 4 – My Home
-Get cozy on a sofa or bed and say that today we are going to talk about
our home.
-Ask questions like:
What are the rooms in my home?
What are the different rooms for?
-In child’s bedroom ask:
What does you bedroom look like? What in your bedroom makes
your feel cozy? helping with awareness, naming, sorting
I Spy – practicing attributes such as colors and shapes, and practicing
the give and take of playing a game.
I spy something in our house that is round.
Extension: Compare with Squirrel Families, Food, Homes
Let’s Play the “Where is…” Game
Ask child to choose one of their stuffed animals or dolls and to hide it in
their room.
Tell them you are going to guess where it is by asking questions like, “Is
it under the…? …behind the…?...next to the…?...over the…?...on the…?
…inside the…? and so on.
Now parent hides a stuffed animal or doll and child asks questions…
If necessary do a practice run with your child. Ask child to put Fluffy (or
whatever their animal/doll’s name is)
on top of the pillow
beside the lamp
behind the closet door
etc.
Then have child ask you to put Fluffy in places giving you directions (so
child can practice using the prepositions).
Simon Says Prepositions Game
Play this game in your child’s bedroom. You do not need to try to trick
your child and get them “out” (by giving a direction without saying
“Simon says…”) The point is to enjoy following directions and practicing
prepositions and not listening for Simon specifically)

Say, “Simon says go…” and then give your child directions using
prepositions, such as:
on the pillow
beside the shelf
behind the door
on top of the pillow
under the blanket
by the window
etc.
Fantasy Play
Market. Put out small jars, empty food boxes and drink containers,
gourds, fruits and vegetables (real or unreal) near a shelf, and let your
child/ren explore, set up a pretend market and/or pretend shop.
Make a den, nest or drey (squirrel’s nest) for an imaginary animal.
Make a den, nest or drey for yourself.
Extension
Read books about squirrel families. Talk about what squirrel babies
need and how their parents care for them. Talk about how they learn.
Compare this to yourself as a child. What are some of the things that you
have in common? (parents take care of us, parents feed us, we need a
home, we need food; but we don’t live in trees or outside, and…
DOCUMENTATION
For all the activities, parents will want to Make Learning Visible LINK
through photos and examples of child/ren’s work. You may want to
create a digital (such as Evernote) and a hard copy folder/portfolio. This
will help you and future teachers know what your child has done.

